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This is a book to be read by a blazing fire on a winter's night, with the curtains drawn close and the

doors securely locked. The unquiet souls of the dead, both as fictional creations and as 'real'

apparitions, roam the pages of this haunting new selection of ghost stories by Rex Collings. Some

of these stories are classics while others are lesser-known gems unearthed from this vintage era of

tales of the supernatural. There are stories from distant lands - 'Fisher's Ghost' by John Lang is set

in Australia and 'A Ghostly Manifestation' by 'A Clergyman' is set in Calcutta. In this selection, Sir

Walter Scott (a Victorian in spirit if not in fact), keeps company with Edgar Allen Poe, Sheridan Le

Fanu and other illustrious masters of the genre.
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Although I bought "Classic Victorian & Edwardian Ghost Stories" thinking it would be more

horror-oriented than it turned out to be, the fact that it was different didn't turn out to be a

hinderance. What we've got here is a great collection of stories from the 1800s (and perhaps the

late 1700s and ealy 1900s as well; it doesn't mention the exact date when each tale was first

published) that spans the terrain of mystery, horror, adventure and sometimes even comedy.

Among the writers represented are Oscar Wilde, Charles Dickens, M.R. James, Robert Louis

Stevenson and Edith Nesbit, among others. Horror elements are present in such tales as Edgar

Allan Poe's famous "The Tell-Tale Heart", the two contributions by Joseph Sheridan Le Fanu ("An

Account Of Some Strange Disturbances In Aungier Street" and "Narrative Of A Ghost Of A Hand")



and in Edith Nebit's "Man-Size In Marble". This last one is one of the best stories in the book,

centering on a newly married couple hard-pressed for cash who find a beautiful and uncommonly

affordable country cottage in a beautiful part of the English countryside; and a local superstition

involving stone statues. This one's like a great Hammer horror movie. Charles Dickens presents a

pair of stories - "To Be Taken With A Grain Of Salt" (whose title clashes oddly with the eerily

believable nature of the story itself), probably one of the earlliest courtoom/ghost crossover stories -

and "The Story Of The Bagman's Uncle". As good as "...Grain Of Salt" is, "Bagman's Uncle" is

clearly the standout of the two, a delightful and exciting adventure that mixes the mystical and

romantic, and the charming and the 'swashbuckling' into one of the best, and most vividly written,

short stories I've ever read.
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